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On Feb. 25, the UN Observer Mission's (ONUSAL) military division concluded phase one of its
mandate, which began in February 1992 with initiation of the Salvadoran cease fire. The military
division's phase one duties included verifying the separation of military forces during the cease
fire, overseeing demobilization of army counterinsurgency units and rebel troops, and participating
in destruction of guerrilla weapons stocks. The military division has now begun phase two of its
mandate, called "Operation Phoenix," which includes verifying implementation of a new system
of military reserves in the armed forces, plus coordination of vast land mine sweeps in former
conflict zones. ONUSAL's military division is comprised of officers from 11 nations and is under
the command of Spain's Gen. Victor Suanzes. In addition to the military division, ONUSAL also
maintains a human rights division and a police division. An electoral division is expected to be
launched in the near future in order to coordinate all UN-related functions in connection with
March 1994 general elections. In a related development, on March 4 Iqbal Riza left his post as
ONUSAL chief. Riza, who headed ONUSAL since its inception in June 1991, was appointed to the
post of UN undersecretary general for peace operations. Riza characterized ONUSAL's verification
work in El Salvador as a "total success." Until UN Secretary General Butros Butros Ghali names
a permanent successor for Riza, ONUSAL will be headed by military division chief Suanzes. The
UN mission in El Salvador has been widely praised as one of the most successful of the 13 peace
operations currently run by the United Nations worldwide. Others include operations in Cambodia,
Cyprus, Lebanon, Somalia and the former Yugoslavia. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 02/25/93,
03/02/93, 03/04/93)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

